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There are people who limit themselves to do what is asked of them.
They live according to what they believe truth is, without, however, engage in an effort to discover reality, without worrying about the great complex world we live in.
By adopting others’ thoughts they give up the ability of thinking.
They follow norms, rules, opinions, without questioning or at least reflect on why they do things.
They limit themselves to a type of obedience stemming from the disengagement of intellect.
The partial understanding of life, limited to instruments of immediate action, void of reflection or reasonings, limited to imitate what other do or recommend is, in fact, a way to cancel the mighty “internal world”.
Only the freedom to think gives to a human being the capacity of acting on life with dignity but this requires an encompassing conscience, a universality, which comes from the understanding that a human being participates in a great system constantly evolving.
Those who, because of submission, omission, negligence, or simply to dissent, blindly follow a line of action, resemble robots.
The majority of people of our times still adopt this line of action as a consequence of a “pragmatical” philosophy, because of a mistrust in others generated by an all encompassing moral and ethical crisis.
This way of leading one’s life, in the meantime, degrades the human being of its core qualities.

It produces immediate results but it does not satisfy the prerequisites necessary to dignify life.
Placing an exagerated value on action, diminishing what should be the value of reasoning, of reflection, is a way of depreciating the meaning of life.
In this condition, human beings become but instruments of others’ will, diminishing themselves.

The understanding of reality looses precision when individuals limit themselves to the norm, to habits, to what is transferred to them as truth and which they don’t pass through the sieve of intelligence.
Ever since civilizations began organizing themselves, the manipulation of the powers that be over the masses has been so great that an infinite number of rules by few ambitious men have been codified in laws and regulations even when based on questionable principles.
The intellectual understanding of one’s life, a view of the whole reality, legitimate formulations of concepts escape human beings in times of crisis and, thus, vile actions, corruption, impunity create victims inidiscriminately.
Pragmatism, like radical empiricism, by not supporting the understanding of whole realities, gives more importance to their single parts and looks negatively upon the critical analysis of individual aspects of life.

When a human being understands ideas only as instruments to perform activities and not as the universal reflection of reality, she destroys the ability to think and becomes an entity so restricted s/he becomes her/his own slave.
(tradução de Gian Luca Ferme e Sandra Osis) 

